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sions are in the main correct. Suppose Virginia had not approved the 
Union. What then? Probably the Southern Confederacy would have 
been anticipated by seventy-three years. The North and South as dis- 
tinct nations would then have developed according to their own natural 
inclinations, under laws suitable to their own conditions. As it was, 
the Union which was created was as illjointed an affair as the statue 
erected by Nebuchadnezzar. The gigantic war of i86i-'6s was the 
natural consequences of such a stupendous act of folly. Under the 
conditions, which existed in 1861, separation was the only logical and 
natural act. With the differences now all wiped out and the willing- 
ness of the South to accept an inferior status in the Union, the ques- 
tion is altogether different. 

A Documentary History of American Industrial Society, edited 
by John R. Commons, Ulrich B. Phillips, Eugene A. Gilmore, Helen 
L. Sumner and John B. Andrews. Volume I. Plantation and Frontier, 
1649-1863. Selected, collated and edited with Introduction by Ulrich 
B. Phillips, Ph. D., Professor of History and Political Science, Tulane 
University of Louisiana. This book is the first of a series which will 
be the standard source work on American industries. Dr. Phillips is 
to be congratulated upon the admirable and interesting selections 
which he has made. The book is a credit to Southern scholarship. 



